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Editorial
Morality

Morality is the set of standards that tell us what is right and what is wrong about
our behaviour and beliefs. For example, being honest, treating others with respect,
helping those in need, and adhering to laws and social norms are part of morality.

Generally, there are certain values, beliefs, and principles accepted by a society to
guide an individual’s behaviour and decisions. A person’s ability to see the
distinction between right and wrong is based on his or her personal beliefs and
values.

Some people believe that Morality is natural. We are born with the sense of
morality. Some believe that it is learned through socialization. Some others believe
that it is the result of the interaction of both nature and nurture.

A person’s morality guides his or her thoughts, feelings, choices and actions.
In most societies, stealing or lying is considered immoral.

In some cultures, eating a certain type of animal or talking about someone behind
their back is immoral.

Everyone agrees that it is morally wrong to hurt people for fun.
Taking advantage of weak people is immoral. Violence is also an immoral act.

Generosity and kindness are seen as morality. Today, many people believe that
taking care of the environment and promoting sustainability are morals.

It is morally right to ‘Treat others as you would like yourself to be treated’
Some more examples of moral behaviour are:

Being empathetic.

Being a good citizen.

Doing volunteer work.

Donating money to charity.

Forgiving someone.

Not gossiping about others.

Offering help to others.
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Morality is an important concept. It is the foundation of ethical conduct. It helps
us to distinguish right from wrong.

Our regard for justice and fairness is based on our morality.

Morality is about doing the right thing. It is about making decisions that are
beneficial for society as a whole. This can help us create a better world.

Society and Morality: A society exists for the good of all its members. Society
provides an opportunity for every individual to live full, secure and peaceful life.
Morality may be equated with order in society. Order is necessary for a person to
live a peaceful life.

Human life is regulated by rules. Morality makes humans obey these rules. Man
has an urge for spirituality and morality. Man seeks to attain union with God.
Morality is regarded as a way to attain this ultimate goal of human life.

We have morality to build a coherent social group. Moral values lead us to
cooperate with one another.

Law and morality: Law and morality are related to each other. Law and morality
come from the same sources, namely, practical reason and prudence. In many cases,
law cannot go against morality. Justice is a moral concept. It has no meaning
outside of moral principles. Justice itself means equality.

Morality for a safer world: Moreover, morality involves developing strong
character marked by honesty and integrity. A person of morality takes
responsibility for his or her actions. Morally right behaviour helps us develop
positive relationships. It creates trust within our communities.

Moral actions and behaviour are virtuous and respectable. They clearly form an
integral part of ethics. A man of morals is kind, faithful and loyal.

Everyone needs to check if his or her actions pass the test of morality. Morality is
simply the way to make the world better, safer and peaceful.

---Chandrsekhara Rao. K,
Dept.of English

Y MORALS

FOUNDATIONS
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Nature’s Sway in Munnar & Thekkady- Divine Dwelling

Dr.K.Padmaja

Professor of English

Govt. College for Women(A)
Guntur

From the thick of academic activity, | grabbed a few days to take a flight away from
the humid dusty town of Guntur to the lush pristine mountains of Munnar and Thekkady.
Leaving the ceaseless routine of life and academics at college behind, plains scorched eyes
heaved a sigh of relief at the very change of landscape after Coimbatore during the train
journey, indicating our entry into God’s own country. The still humid hot September days of
Guntur transformed to cloudy pleasant green days at Palakkad and Aluva. 3 some of us, all
women-two in late 20’s and one in early 50’s-got onto a partially planned travel of Munnar,
Thekkady and Madurai. On enquiries with cab drivers at Aluva station for a road trip to our
prebooked village retreat in the scenic Western Ghats 28 kms away from Munnar, and on
confirmation of security and reliability with the railway station policeman, our drive started
around 1p.m. in the noon after a typical Kerala meal at a roadside hotel. The gentle hilly
curves have led to beautiful furniture shops on either side of the road at Perumbavoor and
Kothamangalam. The drive further took us to a waterfall, where tourists vied with one
another for a perfect picture. Our cab driver complained that the waterfall is not in full
spate as the rains have eluded Kerala this year.

A waterfall on the way to Munnar from Aluva.



As anxious tourists who would want to grab every opportunity of seeing something
exciting and enticing, we are carried away by the advice of our cab driver Biju about visiting
a spice garden and a store attached to the garden. Only towards the last lap of the visit to
the spice garden we realized that it was a commercial ploy of spice traders, but the damage
is already done as we scratched our credit card to a big bill. The traders’ skill was evident in
deploying a guide of similar tongue as that of mine to the garden. The road to Munnar is
dotted with many such spice gardens and sales outlets as well as chocolate hubs that sell
handmade chocolate.

Etlingera Elatior; a rare flower at spice Graden

The slow drizzle that started around 5.30 p.m. became rain and hot piping coffee and
some fried snack at a roadside eatery at a very cheap prices activated the tired bodies.
‘“Tulasi village retreat’ is situated on a hilltop village Kompanpara near Adimali town and the
drive along the steep and curvy roads in the thick of rainy night was exciting and equally
stressful. We reached the stay around 7 p.m., and the night was so dark that but for the
sounds of the night forest nothing was visible.

The housekeeping boys of the stay were warm in helping us to reach our room, and
after devouring a meal of roti and vegetables we retired to bed early after a long journey of
almost 20 hours.

The early morning sounds of the forest have given us a wakeup call. In our casual,
night clothes we started out to explore the stay as well as the village. It’s a small village with
houses far away from one another. A coffee bunk welcomed us in the cold weather, and it
was already crowded with many men. Amidst their apparently indifferent yet curious looks
we had our coffee and continued our trek up the slopy road. An elderly man, at a house
perched on the top of hilly slope, smiled, and showed us a ripe cocoa fruit and tried to tell
us in Malayalam to eat the slithery pulp around cocoa seeds. As he could make out that we



couldn’t understand him, he broke it open, took a pulpy slithery seed and put it in his
mouth. We too tried and it was slightly tangy and tasty. A middle-aged woman came out on
to the veranda at that time and tried to communicate about the fruit as cocoa by saying that
it was Cadbury with a bright warm Cadbury smile on her face.

Tulasi Village retreat in the hilly Forest

On the return to the cabin cottage, flaky white clouds at distance on the trees
beckoned us to sit in the balcony of our stay. The cottage is a cabin built of wood and metal
perched on a rocky mound and amidst trees. The sun lazily rose and sent his mild rays
around revealing a rivulet in snaky curves and its water glittering silvery along a with a dam
built on it at the farther end.




View from the balcony of the cottage at Tulasi Village retreat

The tourist in us made us plan as itinerary for the day and our journey to places
around Munnar started after a breakfast of traditional Kerala puttu with whole red gram
curry. Throughout the drive, during the whole day on the mountain roads that are
completely bounded by wild forest, tea plantations, Eucalyptus plants, one feels that one
must be fortunate to have been born there. We were ever excited to experience all-sylvan
surroundings. The rose garden in Munnar is a visual treat to plant lovers and the variety of
plants on display is enchanting. The other important site seeing places are Mattupetty dam,
Echo point, Kundala dam, Munnar top viewpoint and the tea estates of TATA and Kannan
Devan. The boat ride in the back waters of Mattupetty dam turned out to be a memorable
experience when a group of young calf elephants lazily walked on the banks grazing for
food. The sight was awe inspiring as they calmly and majestically moved ahead. similarly
pedal boating at the Echo point was exciting especially for the young women as they tried
their skill at pedaling and no sooner, they realized that their feet and thighs must be
stronger for that experience. The trek into the tea estates at Munnar viewpoint showed us
the workers in the plantation at work, their living quarters, and the factory. Beyond the
plantations are the verdant slopes of the hilly forest and we were told that part of the
slopes is in Kerala and the other side is Tamil Nadu.

Rainbow Colours at Rose Garden, Munnar



Clouds kissing the mountains at Mattupetty backwaters

As the day had been site hopping from one place to another, locales where the usual
regular hotels were missing, the young women were on ceaseless exploration of any type of
food that was available and tried their taste buds of all and everything that they sighted.
One such venture was for authentic Kerala fish fry which the cab driver Ramkumar
recommended to be good at a restaurant in Munnar town. However, a gap in
communication — a fried piece of big Koraminu fish well known in the coastal districts of
Andhra Pradesh was the want but a small whole fish along with its tail was fried and served
— has led to disillusion.

The next morning, after our visit to the village coffee shop and exploration of a few
more curvy, and slopy roads, we packed the bags and started to Thekkady with a plan to
visit places on the way to Thekkady.

The Kerala state highway no.19 from Munnar to Kumili is a 4-lane drive and was a
bewitching site in the light and gentle drizzle. ‘Lockheart tea estate’, spreading over more
than 1000 acres in the mountains on either side of the highway, is the most scenic site along
the way. As you walk up the slopes of the estate, the oldest tea estate in Kerala, and the
management permits the tourists for a view up the hills on its premises, one could see many
people scaling up the slopes. The view downwards covering the snaky and winding road was
awesome. One’s eye could see as many greens of nature as possible, and the beauty was
overcast as far as the horizon. Though the plantations were up the hill and slopy the climb



was comfortable and the verdant, pristine, hilly forest on the right side fills the viewer with
such brimming emotion of watching and being one with such purity that my eyes too
abounded in tears.

View from Lockheart Tea estate and hues of green

The plantations are abundant with leeches and my daughter had a leech sucking on
her blood which she realized only long after. Blood kept on oozing very slowly for almost 12
hours. Everyone around assured us that it was not dangerous, and we need not be worried
about any allergy. The feel of the leech was creepy for her, and she kept on shuddering at
any slight touch for days. Our drive further was dotted with waterfalls and Periyakanal
waterfalls was one.

We could get to a hotel for a meal only around 3 p.m. after a long drive through
cardamom plantations, and villages with farmhouses sitting on top of hillocks or hilly
swathes. Young women had a lunch of ‘alfaham’- grilled chicken with thick bread. The
eateries in Thekkady served flavoured lukewarm water in light pink shade. The gentle aroma
was similar to that of ‘nannari’(Sarsaparilla) but it was not ‘nannari’ alone as it seems to
have been brewed using herbs and spices. It had a gentle and soothing aroma as well as
pleasant taste. We reached Avadale, our stay in Thekkady, by early evening. It had been
drizzling and we settled down with a coffee on the balcony taking its environs. Being tired
after a whole day of travel cum sightseeing we decided to cover all the places in and around
Thekkady the next day.

As we were discussing with the staff of the stay about the places that could be
visited which included a jungle border safari, a 3 hour boat ride on Periyar river a young
couple who just drove in, showed their interest to join us in the jungle safari. Five of us
planned to start our safari by 7 a.m. Border jungle safari was a drive through bumpy tea
plantation roads to the fringes of the forest. The jeep driver Kasinathan who took us on
safari was a boisterous, cheerful, and suave guide who knew thoroughly well how to
entertain his customers. He was an alert and expert driver and the jerky body massaging
drive turned out to be exciting. A spring of waterfall at one of the corners was refreshing



site and the water was so fresh and cool that it not only quenched our thirst but made us
feel that never did we taste such pure water.

9 ." "; B

Jungle border Safari and a freshwater spring in the forest

The company of the young couple Sasank an OTT platform builder, Gouthami a
policy intervention specialist at World Resources International was interesting and the
adage that the world is small was proved again as it turned out that both of them had roots
in Chittoor district of AP where | had worked for 11 years. Sasank’s uncle at SV University,
Tirupathi AP turned out to be the dean of ASC where | had my professional training for a
month.

Periyar river abutted the Periyar jungle and the boat drive for an hour and half was
smooth and serene. The jungle has its secrets which were not to be revealed to us humans.
We wondered about its inhabitants and what they would be doing there, their home.

Avadale had a different list of places advising the tourists. Kathakali and
Kalarippayattu shows on the brochure caught my attention and | requested the young
women that we book the tickets for the shows which are of an hour’s duration each from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. The demonstration sessions were such captivating experiences that if one
misses the experience then the visit to Thekkady was incomplete. The attempts of the
institutions to promote the ancient art forms among the tourists from across the world are
endearing and laudable. Onstage display of the dressing of the Kathakali costume by the
artists, explanation demonstration of various postures and expressions was quite a learning
experience. Demonstration of Kalari martial art was scintillating and thrilling as well-built
young men preform the martial art. The demonstrations of both the art forms were
adorable in their sincere attempt to involve the audience in their demo and thus the
audience was thrilled to be a part of the performance. The performers could garner high



praise from the audience and our two young women too expressed that they had very
interesting learning experience.

Kathakali artist dressing up for the performance
Shopping for Kerala handicrafts along the lake street was an immersing experience

as the cobbled streets with lined shops on one side and huge bamboo trees beyond the
compound wall on the other in the dim streetlights was a sensuous spectacle. Majority of
the shops, run by Kashmiris, have some amazing artifacts, floor mats, durries, and spreads.
Amir, aka Raja is an adept seller of artifacts as well as words and | picked a hand-woven
ngcotton fiber dhurry, a handstitched mat, a couple of Kathakali faces and so on. We closed
the day with a meal at Grandma’s kitchen and | enjoyed my first steaming filter coffee in a
week without cardamom flavour. Many eateries in Munnar and Thekkady played Telugu
music and the hosts were conversing in Telugu with the guests.

The last lap of our trip was Madurai. The drive to Madurai slowly brought us back to
the reality of plains from the idyllic mountain sojourn. The dusty and dirty streets of the old
town, where the famous Meenakshi temple is situated, and the noisy crowds were
suffocating. One of the architectural greats of Tamilnadu, the temple appeared to have
been neglected. We brought our trip to a close by buying a few Madurai hand looms and
darshan of Goddess Meenakshi.

During a small talk with a fellow devotee, about the tour to Munnar and Thekkady |
felt and shared that one experiences God in the immaculate idyllic precincts of Munnar and
Thekkady than in the temple that was unattended.

The travel was as much about the places that we visited as equally about the people
we happened to meet, though only for a few hours or a day. Whether they were the
enthusiastic drivers playing the role of guides and taking us around, or the housekeeping
staff who guided us about the places to be visited or fellow tourists like Sasank and
Gowthami, or the Doctor couple at Meenakshi temple they breathed life into the trip and
made it a memorable one.



AR AAGig i At S A A SSRGS S A AGASA S i S AGASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASAGASAGAS

N X NP N N N X Xp N X NP N N N X e N X Xp N N N X e NP X RPN N R X X N X Xp N N R X Xp N X R N N R X X N X R N N R N X Np N O % N X %

15

7065 AP D “aé.rééso
C°. 00, TPV Tre,
aoéo?’g e.owzg:)é)w,

eIl APV ETOTOV (‘(os. D.), thotarrdd.

D DBVFEL DY BoDEIEIS WIVED grdo, Lo RS
FHRDYE BiHoBOL I S Gotrdots TS edoso Soe! BriHodos

Dwsboévbé Q2B w8 SHbo.

D Qotd %oe;is"dzgo ad)méo:él:.z)bc&, oS é&n&v DO &08), T° DIP
D B0 FPAD BPoEJWOB. J° DEPVP JNHY VDAY Sodden Trexo
ST 0. D DoTES’ WD) 0D Dod're DoEd T WS sTodoed Jod
DJyvowod. & JGorr 20808 0E8W S0 &0l 280 rod aredd

DHotHH0E] HDATR I ertHotnod.

0T3S SO e30d H18D J DYED WodFen SFI T 0 ©dhd,
T P2 Wotrd. dod DEOS ) SISPVD HIED ALY EFro DDYET
BrTT @03, T VI Wotrd. B J2WD &) DT Vo EAD BJdo DI

FErO SyEyEo DD I e DSTE.

DEDIrH0S wewo BDIOD IBBoTeD. T JIJT 08, S
DIV FEDETOD oerd. TW IIJI 1T, ToyHendS &d) Trof’

DE D88 DBFADDE T D2@Od HJA.
VL GO

VLJ0 BHOHIY Hrgod” PO & PADB) 0 FTDY. WA WADBoBEIS
Brr§RODB. 5"5””9,5 RAT°W, IPTeD, €E§HIPeD wEIOS Awcen 0D,

sHD°Y. 0D JBodGorr FAVBr Gotrow. WIGED VLD FO18.

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine)July, 2023 — September, 2023

Yo o A A Ao o e A Ao Ao e A Ao Yo e e A Ao Ao e A e e A e e S e e A e e A Ao e A Ao e A e e o

N Xp X Xp X Xe NP X e X Xp N Xp X X X X P NP X N Xp N NP X R P N X N Xp N Xp X R X NP e NP Xp N X X X e N e N X N Xp X Xe X N X Xe X X X X N X N



AR AAGig i At S A A SSRGS S A AGASA S i S AGASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASAGASAGAS

N X NP N N N X Xp N X NP N N N X e N X Xp N N N X e NP X RPN N R X X N X Xp N N R X Xp N X R N N R X X N X R N N R N X Np N O % N X %

16

B7ren, Hevoere, SiHen JDHJI® DT LA, J;@ JQocreots DU
VTR0 IEYEETD. rgo EAr, oram) B8 T EDI SHore VIR
FoHR0Y Bwod dorw J*8 YAraTre o S 8 .3*’;538"5& SdGen BRS’
DEED TB FQoerd. BIS GOPTERM ToHE Kod Mo oos° BRE By

208 Do JHEF Ay D DoSENPoNT®, IVVEY BBk By¥ WPBVS.
DD) N Bo&) Zr S°0d I JI°0 DES HAM YHIPoD) WHFIG WPHBE.
VN EF B000) &%) & SHLD IS0 DYBotsEo PEHAES® DIPBo. WD FEIS” &ree

20 ©H(ONODETD. DD FED Trew 68 DGHSVS.
PSP TAV) :D(S&o :

SOHS’ 8 33 WA 08 S BIM 278 T o0 AGED 28 DEsEo
0560 eS8 HETPVE SAPGON A VHVPNSB0S. B 2D Hod) 52, S BD
IS AVSVPBVCS. BEHEED o g Fa\rod B
S IH0D BAS'S 8D SoHtio WHXVL Jovd. AYrod oWy WEBO e

VDTD. SOGS” o3 Ty Toe° 208 Gotrwd.
BOLPA TN IR

BODEEDH Srren S0 HLTrds S'don §8 eS SduH TrdJow.

20 AATg) Doend) By Dy Brgod” BADI .

B¢ Borwen wEIO Wod T8 EXEE DE Jgos® HADBIOW. WotdE XD

SA00W) AP DDA bgw DLOID.

P00 JY wogren DEOMHMTOL, SHMHTToD VBT wogrod FEdorr

Botsctad BDeh HEBTGo.

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine)July, 2023 — September, 2023

Yo o A A Ao o e A Ao Ao e A Ao Yo e e A Ao Ao e A e e A e e S e e A e e A Ao e A Ao e A e e o

N Xp X Xp X Xe NP X e X Xp N Xp X X X X P NP X N Xp N NP X R P N X N Xp N Xp X R X NP e NP Xp N X X X e N e N X N Xp X Xe X N X Xe X X X X N X N



AR AAGig i At S A A SSRGS S A AGASA S i S AGASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASAGASAGAS

N X NP N N N X Xp N X NP N N N X e N X Xp N N N X e NP X RPN N R X X N X Xp N N R X Xp N X R N N R X X N X R N N R N X Np N O % N X %

17

QDo) HGy ¥§ ) Wod HreE 608, VTS DG TWY LD IRDYEP

IGEoDHED, W0tk S 200DB00S &3 NoDBHBV0A oI,
SP00 — FPDDE0 -

DA o) WJIH wdotbeorr Lo HeE D0 63880, LoD B
SOl ZHEr ASNISTY. DS erd), SUNY) &OWATHoLES ©)

sPereD HVLEEDD.

GOYT°W, GB°B W Folr e.oaa"dlgé), éfob:.) PR GBYTOR oo

Do, GT YTV LT e‘.’oeéug’ D J00EOH Jricso 36)')§° )

Hiho 208 DGOS "«)@6, DG W8 ‘Qé&ﬁ. éﬁgo, 2;53:;5{:?.) (T2-13) ‘a’)gé. A8
eI 9@3‘)’ 23822 HED Aot YD Fo Jod 8':33. S°00 $HIL ok
&otrd DS HEJ BB, HPATDdo Mod SWED FHIUBIR De2ooPLD

¥ Few 0B, Foorr HAE DTy IS BT AWS.

SO0 V)N UOSH® wodoSAr wEDGorr  Gotod. BIDIE

SOOI’ SR Gotod. HOHA) ool HB.

D2 AT, WEYD &T°) Vo WE) EIDE Gotwod. B
BenBo0d. rIyd8en BWoR. vt 2a50ROY e?éz,‘_’.wﬁ €008, Do How)
DAFTW D B008. SJH Maro BryBSs. sad o) e ¢5)HS’
:’%3”5’36& oot mv&)&cﬁb)wc&).
vé&bw&;’oo :

‘T’ 9D 2PHD AHDHODH 800, d0 E)A0BN0BIGH 9B HoV3. e HOS

orédS &) DF°(R0 BPoSEore ST B08. ué&bws&aé, ©rosPoedS S

SETD. e IT(N0 WD DAV, DBAIPIS IGHETIS GDDTHDLISS.

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine)July, 2023 — September, 2023

Yo o A A Ao o e A Ao Ao e A Ao Yo e e A Ao Ao e A e e A e e S e e A e e A Ao e A Ao e A e e o

N Xp X Xp X Xe NP X e X Xp N Xp X X X X P NP X N Xp N NP X R P N X N Xp N Xp X R X NP e NP Xp N X X X e N e N X N Xp X Xe X N X Xe X X X X N X N



AR AAGig i At S A A SSRGS S A AGASA S i S AGASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASAGASAGAS

N X NP N N N X Xp N X NP N N N X e N X Xp N N N X e NP X RPN N R X X N X Xp N N R X Xp N X R N N R X X N X R N N R N X Np N O % N X %

18

295°05°60 DN $PoVHY, e wedS FEHD 3378 5°600PB08. (e

DY) odo W8IFow FHgeH bAVow Iy  IwiETE

293P0 V0 WD T®0, T°BN P T°0.
3 :
o®
VB g Toor 685(50 QOYED. HADR DEFeD, Doy JFEN'S

EJ5eed0 IoDHD. D) So THone 3Dy ROWD.

0008 3BT DI Fomrwotd RBHVD DoBodHorr, Gokeo,
DA, el e Teb) > SPOvjen D, 5008 HBanmr &Gord. ©d DA

Boog), ©gS. Zr W& JDVoTeos BN 21 VS V3.

N BLDY0 BWRED RBEOL T V2P wDyE. I (Gorr ady
2N Do, DIAFPDDEM DY S0P, Hrd & E1IMd wotl ©d d

(Tlel2 B
o®

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine)July, 2023 — September, 2023

Yo o A A Ao o e A Ao Ao e A Ao Yo e e A Ao Ao e A e e A e e S e e A e e A Ao e A Ao e A e e o

N Xp X Xp X Xe NP X e X Xp N Xp X X X X P NP X N Xp N NP X R P N X N Xp N Xp X R X NP e NP Xp N X X X e N e N X N Xp X Xe X N X Xe X X X X N X N



AR AAGig i At S A A SSRGS S A AGASA S i S AGASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASASAGASAGAS
19

9 035° 000

Kum. G.V.S. Pranayini Devi
Lecturer in Computer Science.
Govt. College for Women (A), Guntur.
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S HTET

Dr. K. Vijaya Kumari
Lecturer in Hindi

TS DI IS YT 181 8, TJ -ged | FIadid Hedl ¢ 3R §eal gad Bl
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Dream

| do not remember

When | lost my book of dreams

| cannot recollect

When words lost

Their magical meaning..

| dream walked to my school

| dream walked to our crop fields
| dream walked to the rivulet

That flowed by our village

To play with the pebbly sand on its banks

| dreamed of science, mathematics,
History and geography

Kings and queens, poets and clowns

| saw in my dream the girl

Who sent me into a trance for a life
With her magical beauty of innocence
| met the girl in my dream

Who smiled like a flower

Spreading the fragrance of happiness

| saw in my dream the girl

Who stunned me with her intelligence

| saw in my dream the friends

Who kept me floating over the waters of time

My reading and learning
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Lecturer in English
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Have nourished my dreaming mind

| dream walked into a job, into marriage

And into parenthood

Now at this end

| am dreaming of all my dreams

I am dreaming of dreamlessness

| am dreaming of helplessness

| am dreaming of an oldie

Struggling to come out of this dream called life.
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Women Freedom Fighter - Bharati Devi Ranga

Dr. R. Anuradha, Lecturer in English.

Many women participated in the Indian freedom movement.
Bharti Devi is one of them. Bharati Devi is a prominent name among the women
freedom fighters from Guntur district in Andhra Pradesh . She was born in the
year 1908 at Machavaram in Bapatla district. She was the daughter of Velanga
Subbayya, a resident of Nidubrolu. And she was the wife of N.G. Ranga, a well
known freedom fighter, farmer leader and parliamentarian. She received her early
education at ‘Sarada Niketan’, Guntur. She went to England and studied at
Ruskin School of Arts, Oxford 1925-26. She made her mark during the Indian
freedom struggle under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Bharathi committed
herself to the freedom movement.She was inspired by Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan
. Under the deep influence of Mahatma Gandhi, she did vital work for the
integration of women into national movements like Satyagraha, Khadi , and
boycott of foreign goods. When Gandhi came to Nidubrolu, Bharathi gave him
a khadi bag she had made herself containing gold bangles as donation to the
national cause. Bharathi also organized women Satyagrahis of Guntur, West
Godavari and Krishna districts during the Civil Disobedience Movement, 1932
and was sentenced on 2-2-1932 to one year imprisonment and fine of Rs.500/-.
She was incarcerated in the Vellore jail and was wounded during the Venkatagiri
Zamindari Ryots campaign. She organized Harijan Day celebrations , dining with
Harijans and inter caste marriages . She was president of Andhra Kisaan
Congress during 1940-42 and also collected funds for the defense of Madras
kisaans in 1940 . She was a member of Madras state Educational Advisory
Committee during 1946-47. She presided over the Andhra Women’s Conference
at Ghantasala, Krishna District , 1956 and worked for equal property rights for

women. She did considerable service during the Rayalaseema famine during
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1952-53 by collecting cattle feeds , food grains and clothes and distributing them
in the affected areas where she was hailed as “Annapurna”. She was elected as a
member of A.P Legislative Council in 1958. Bharathi Devi Ranga, a great patriot
who fought for India’s independence and for the upliftment of the country after

independence breathed her last on 27 September 1972.
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“Where Chaos Reigns - A Poem Of Strife”
Mrs T. Pranayaja, Lecturer in English
Where Chaos reigns in a world so dark
Where humans turn into hazardous beasts
Where fists of lawlessness feasts in the foul play
Where the mindless men of crudity, wish to see the women in nudity
Where the protest is curbed by molest
Where the kirks are scorched in the flames of fury
Where people are choked, chopped and shot on the spot,
Where leaders turn blind eye to the plight of the bleeders
Where restlessness is rampant with the rage of the rabble
Where people fail to mingle and turn the land into jungle
Where brutality and barbarity build up into bestiality
Where the land is drenched in the flood of the blood,
Where darkness holds its sway and hope begins to fray

| seek a place of solace, where love may find its day.
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William Shakespeare and his Philosophy

Life:

“Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor

Player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage
And then is heard no more. It is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing”- Macbeth

“Life is as tedious as a twice-told tale

Vexing the dull ear of a drowsy man”- King John

Love:

“The course of true love never did run smooth”
Loss:

“Wise men never sit and wail their loss

But cheerily seek how to redress their harm- Henry VI

Opportunity:

There is a tide in the affairs of men,

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune
Omitted, all the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows and miseries”- Julius Caesar
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Strength
It is excellent to have a giant’s strength-

but it is tyrannous to use it like a giant- Measure for Measure
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A Study of the Underprivileged:

In thr Select Novels of Kavery Nambisan

Dr. G. Seshu

Lecturer in English

Abstract

Ambedkar spent all his life in creating space and place for the class he classified as the
“Depressed Classes” (Ambedkar: An Overview, Kindle Version). In the text The Untouchables
Who Were They And Why They Became Untouchables, Ambedkar analyzed the condition of
the Untouchables saying that under varied circumstances they were forced to live “outside the
village” (Kindle Version). He affirmed that suppressing and enslaving a particular sect in the
name of caste, region, gender, or class is evil. Democracy and features of Constitutional
Preamble, like Sovereignty and Fraternity, have, even in the present times, failed to create
equality among different sections of society and uplift the castes falling behind in terms of
economy and social status. Socially, Ambedkar’s attempt to design the Constitution and make
it work towards justice stands unaccomplished even after years of Independence. Kavery
Nambisan addresses those impoverished classes of people in almost all her novels. This paper
is an attempt to make a study of this issue from three of her novels and they are The Truth
(Almost) About Bharat and The Story that Must Not Be Told. Almost all her novels reflect her
innate and strong desire to work and do something for the poor. She, as a doctor, has worked
in remote areas and organised a few health oriented camps for the poor and commented on
various health issues that are dealt with inhumanly in the medical hospitals. The ideology that
she practises in her profession forms the main feature in her novels. She envisages a society
that is free from the boundaries of the haves and have-nots, where everyone is seen working
towards the benefit of one another and where each of the living forms is given a chance to

survive ecologically.

Key Words: Depressed classes, Sovereignty, Fraternity, Sovereignty, impoverished,

envisages.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar designed the Constitution in such a way as to bring all kinds of

sections of life under a single shade of law and justice. By the implementation of Constitution,
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he envisioned a society where all the people suffering from various social inhibitions would
rise above the levels of caste and other economic discriminations. In his study of the social
norms, he listed out three classes in the Hindu society that did not receive any attention from
the well-to-do (Brahmins). The three classes, according to him, apart from the “Shudras” are

Q) The Criminal Tribes who number about 20 million or so;

(i) The Aboriginal Tribes who number about 15 million; and

(iii)  The Untouchables who number about 50 million. (The Untouchables, Kindle
Edition)

He calls out saying that the presence of such differences within the society is
“abominable” and further proclaims that such a “Hindu Civilisation” which can hardly be
called a civilisation is in reality “diabolical” to “suppress and enslave humanity” (The
Untouchables, Kindle Edition). In another treatise, Ambedkar: An Overview, he claims that

29 ¢

prejudice on the basis of caste has led to annihilation of “public spirit,” “public charity,” and
“public opinion”. He adds saying that the present form of government, i.e. democracy, is a
vehicle to create a “mode of associated living, of conjoint communicated experience. It is
essentially an attitude of respect and reverence towards one’s fellow men” (Ambedkar: An
Overview, Kindle Edition). In affirmation to Dr. Syam Mohan David Raju, Ambedkar all
through his life “fought relentlessly to establish a society in India based on the democratic

ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity” (Paripex: Indian Journal of Research, 67-69).

Kavery Nambisan, a surgeon by profession, is born and brought up during the early
years of Independent India. She, in her early days of medical practice, worked in the dacoit-
infested place, Chambal region, Madhya Pradesh. Although she completed her FRCS from
London, going by her father’s words and following his motto, she dedicated herself in the
service of the poor. She conducted several health awareness camps in places like Lonavala,
Pune. For her welfare oriented attitude and service provided to the poor, she gained recognition
in her hometown, Coorg, Karnataka, and was, in consequence, honoured and rewarded with
Coorg Person of the Year in 2005. Apart from her profession, she is reputed for her literary
contributions. She began her literary career with short stories for children like Once Upon a
Forest (1986) and Kitty Kite (1987) published by Children’s Book Trust. The short story Once
Upon a Forest won UNICEF CBT award. Before taking a leap into the novelist career, she

wrote stories for children and women in Target and Femina. She has written seven novels in
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all, her latest novel being A Town Like Ours published in the year 2014. She, through her novels

envisions a society that is free from the shams of poverty and rifts due to economic disparities.

Her first novel, The Truth (Almost) About Bharat, published in 1991, covers the story
of Bharat, the protagonist and the nation as well. Bharat, a young medico undergraduate
student, is in a dilemma due to the splits that he observes between his parents. His mother, who
is a North Indian, and father, a South Indian, despite their love marriage fail to live together.
Their continuous marital tiffs during Bharat’s childhood raise several questions in his mind.
Their inability to adjust to one another’s regional differences results in their separation. Bharat,
who is the first and foremost affected person due to their unresolved quarrels, leads an isolated
life with his mother. When his friends at the College abandon and desert him, he decides to
walk out of the house in a disturbed frame of mind. In a fit to escape the regional differences
that he encounters at home, he wanders aimlessly on his motor bike from the North of India,
i.e. from Chambal region, Madhya Pradesh to deep South, i.e. Kerala. In his trek, he encounters

and discovers various forms of diversities, disparities, and incongruities existing in India.

During his adventure around the nation, he comes across dacoits, who have been
cheated by the government and rich officials. At another instance, he meets a politician, Trilok
Padmavathi Shastri (T.P.S), who contests as an independent candidate in the election and is
fighting a losing war in the election. T.P.S. wants to win the elections to erase all forms of
inequalities directed especially against women, children, and animals. Bharat sees two orphans

(children) named Amitabh and Mithun living a lonely life in dire poverty. They lived by

...selling peanuts, beedies and pink sweets in the wooden pushcart. At night
they slept beneath the cart. A policeman once roughed them up and took away
the twenty-two rupees that were tucked under the rag on which Mithun sat.
From that day, whenever a policeman asked for beedies, they gave them free.
(Bharat, 72)

In one of the instances, Bharat after seeing two small girls in the station picking up
the left-over’s from tracks wishes that “he was loaded...to build a bun factory and feed kids”
(68). Dr Franklin’s hard work that helps him in becoming a doctor and his way of treating his
patients works as an eye-opening factor about the condition existing in India. Dr. Franklin
charges a minimum from the poor who come to his clinic and collects high fees for medication
from the rich whom he pays house-visits. Besides, Bharat learns from the life of VVenkatesh, a

compounder at Dr. Franklin. Venkatesh who lives with his dhobi parents in a small two room
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“cubby hole” (90), works hard throughout the day with the Doctor in his clinic, and works late-
nights at home ironing and helping his parents. Rajee, a young girl of eighteen, enlightens
Bharat by explaining that despite the asymmetries existing around, one must learn to accept
them. When Bharat tries to tell her that his three names, i.e. Bharat (given by his mother),
Viswanath (called by his father), and Tarzan (christened by his friends), and his parents’
nonconformity with each other are the reason behind his running away, she soothes and teaches
him to accept that which his parents have failed to understand. She appeals to him saying that
his wanting to help the people around is “worth a grain of sand” (117). She tells: “You can

change your name but you cannot change your dharma. You have to go back...” (117).

After considering her words, Bharat realises that he can never accomplish anything
that he had dreamt for the poor in the society by avoiding and deserting various oppositions
prevailing in the society. At the end, he decides to return to his parents and friends and face

and resolve the ruptures that had become a part of his life.

The novel The Story That Must Not Be Told was published in the year 2010 and was
shortlisted for both DSC Prize for South Asian Literature and Man Asian Literary Prize. The
novel, which is based on Kalpana Sharma’s Dharavi, depicts the beastly condition of the slum
area called Sitara located in Chennai. Sitara, the slum area, is inhabited by the people who were
lured from the villages under the illusion of making big fat money in the cities and by the
economically backward people. The place is filled with “naked children as filthy as pigs, open
drains mantled in green muck, and derelict homes leaning like geriatrics” (The Story, 46). The
life story of each of the character for example that of Thatkan, Ningi, Swami, Velu, Valli,
Sentha, Chellam, Dr. Prince and his family is heart rending. Each of them wants to vacate the
slum and live a decent life. People like Mr. Benny, Dayaratna (petty politicians in the Sitara)
and the residents of Vaibhav Apartments do not allow the people to grow and prosper. They
dump and force the people to remain in the murky lands of Sitara. Simon, the main character
in the novel and a resident of Vaibhav Apartment, seeks to help the people of Sitara. Many
people like Simon’s father, Simon’s wife, Harini, Prem Kumar (PK), Baqua, and the residents
of Vaibhav criticise Simon in his attempt to reach the people on the other side of the boundary.
The people of Sitara, in consequence to a political conspiracy and complaints by the Vaibhav
residents about the filthy conditions of the slum to the Municipal Authorities, are forced to

vacate the land overnight and find shelter elsewhere.
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Kavery Nambisan in her personal interview, when questioned about the characters
like Bharat and Simon, answered saying that she always felt guilty due to the “injustice” that
she witnessed in others’ lives. She said that her inability to accept a few things in life is because

of

... atype of guilt. Because | feel that few of us have got all that in life. It's a
simplistic way to say after all it’s there, it’s part of life. But I have not found
an answer. I cannot find an answer, you know. That is why | am not able to
resolve it. Why are we so unjust to each other, why is the world so unjust.
That question doesn’t leave me. That’s my problem. (“Personal interview,” G.
Seshu)

Speaking of her desire to help the poor like Simon, she replied saying that

... until we address the tremendous social inequity, how will you get rid of it.
We have to try to address it from the other side also. How do we bring them,
you know, how do we bring some sort of a thing where we feel okay. They
also have a life of dignity. We have to give them a life of dignity, like we have
manholes, scavenging. We can’t give dignity to every human being. 1 think if
you can give that sense of dignity to every human being, then money won’t
matter so much. | think that what poverty does to people is that it takes away

their dignity. (“Personal interview,” G. Seshu)

Kavery Nambisan by addressing the above-mentioned “tremendous social inequity” through
her profession as a medical doctor and her writings is trying to create a world that is worth

living in and worth living for.
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DADDY

Daddy, strong and full of care,
With a heart so big and rare.
Guiding me with love so true,

Always there to see me through.

His hugs are warm, his laughter bright,
He's my hero day and night.
A helping hand, a loving guide,

With daddy by my side, I'll always stride.

In his arms, | find solace and peace,
His love for me will never cease.
Daddy, my rock, my guiding light,

Forever grateful, day and night.
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SARAH’S TRIUMPH TALE
G.KEERTHANA,
11 BSC, DATA SCIENCE.

In a bustling city, there lived a young woman named Sarah who had a fervent
passion for running. Her dream was to compete in the city's annual marathon, but
she faced a significant hurdle. Sarah had never been the fastest runner, and she
often found herself discouraged by her slow progress.

Her favourite character and source of motivation was Coach Jackson, a retired
marathon champion who was known for his wisdom and dedication to helping
aspiring runners achieve their goals.

One sunny day, Sarah approached Coach Jackson with a heavy heart. She shared
her dream of running in the marathon but expressed her doubts about her abilities.
Coach Jackson, with a warm smile, agreed to be her coach and mentor.

Under Coach Jackson's guidance, Sarah embarked on a rigorous training regimen.
She woke up before dawn, rain or shine, and pushed herself to her limits every
day. Coach Jackson instilled in her the importance of discipline, consistency, and
self-belief.

Months passed, and Sarah's progress was slow but steady. Doubts still lingered,
but Coach Jackson was always there to provide guidance and motivation. He
shared stories of his own struggles as a young runner and how he had learned to
overcome self-doubt.

Finally, marathon day arrived. As Sarah stood at the starting line, she felt a mix
of excitement and anxiety. Coach Jackson's words echoed in her mind: "Believe
in yourself, Sarah. You've put in the hard work, and today is your day."

The marathon was gruelling, and Sarah faced moments of exhaustion and self-
doubt. But with each step, she drew strength from her determination and the
wisdom of Coach Jackson. The cheering crowd and her fellow runners served as
a source of inspiration.

As Sarah crossed the finish line, tears of joy streamed down her face. She had not
only completed the marathon but had also shattered her own doubts and
limitations. Coach Jackson embraced her, saying, "Remember, Sarah, motivation
comes from within. It's the belief in yourself and the persistence to keep moving
forward that makes dreams a reality."
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The moral of this story is that motivation is not just about external factors but also
about self-belief and the guidance of mentors. Sarah's journey, guided by Coach
Jackson's wisdom and unwavering support, is a testament to the power of
determination and self-motivation. It reminds us that with the right mind-set, even
the most challenging dreams can be achieved.
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Students Presentation in Literary Forum

S. Sai Asritha, 1l B.Sc., Data Sc.
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Govt. College for Women (A),
Guntur

LITERARY FORUM

Anita Desai’s - CRY, THE PEACOCK

Book Review By

Mrs. T. Pranayaja (Lect. in English)

Participating Students
Ch. AKkhila, 11 B.Com(G)

- Ch. Sindhura, 11 B.A(CE)

G. Hepsiba, 11 B.A(CE)
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(Language & Literature : The e - Magazine)

“Your Opinion on this issue Please”
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